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MIL Background 

• Program resumed about 5 years ago 
 

• Built up a base of clients and contacts  
 
• Current funding from a Prop84 Ag Water Quality Grant 
    from the Regional Board through Mar ‘14 
 
• Future funding from DWR’s Ag Water Use Efficiency 

Program for areas that may use State Water Project 
water 
 

• Future work on hobby orchards, etc. through Casitas 
Water District in Ventura River Watershed 
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Other Information: 
• Tree Health, Age, Spacing 
• Lateral Length, Flushing 
• Emitter Density, Plugging 
• Wetted Area, Pattern 



Monitoring Soil and Irrigation Water Nitrate 

Nitrate quick tests are fast 
and 
easy BUT only semi-
quantitative; they only 
estimate nitrate levels.  

Nitrate (NO3
-) is a common nitrogen source in fertilizers and 

is also naturally produced in soil as bacteria mineralize 
organic matter. 
 
Nitrate also leaches into groundwater and may end up in 
your well water. 
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Outreach Efforts 

• Monthly TGIF Ag BBQ 
• VCAILG Educational Events & follow up evaluation forms 
• Farm Bureau meetings 
• Annual RCD Ag Appreciation BBQ 
• Annual RCD Awards Luncheon 
• Targeted outreach to growers through breakfast 

meetings 
• Ag Email Distribution List 
• Watershed Council Meetings 
• Posters at UCCE offices 
• Posters placed at locations around the County 
• Farm Bureau newsletter 

 



Summary 

• Prop84 Grant – 92 evals completed 
 

• Average DU ~0.75, industry standard 0.85 
 

• 11 evals done in Ventura River Watershed, 3 more on the 
schedule in the upcoming months 
 
 



Challenges 

• Quickly draining soils 
 

• Soils dry quickly 
 

• Different soil moisture sensors, include granular matrix 
 

• Type, dielectric sensors, tensiometer (moisture 
determination) 
 

• Looking for funding to determine appropriateness of 
each 
 

• Technology in quickly draining Ojai soils 
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